NEWS

Dental news
SCOPE OF PRACTICE GUIDANCE UPDATED
Final year dental students studying dental material science at Dundee participated in a novel 'Dental Materials Den' event and declared it both 'fun' and 'useful' .
The event enabled the students, in syndicate groups, to summarise existing products and pitch their ideas for new ones to 'hostile' judging panels comprising scientific advisors, sales representatives and sceptical dental customers.
The In the new Scope of practice, key changes for specific registrant groups include:  For dentists: the inclusion of providing non-surgical cosmetic injectables in additional skills  For dental hygienists and dental therapists: being able to treat patients directly, carrying out clinical examination and diagnosis within their scope of practice, and the inclusion of the care of implants and treatment of peri-implant tissues in core skills  For dental therapists: direct restorations now include secondary teeth  There is clarity that dental technicians can see patients directly to repair dentures  There is an amendment for clinical dental technicians of providing dentures directly to patients to include prescribing the dentures  For dental nurses: the wording on the application of fluoride varnish has been amended to take account of direct access.
Lingering uncertainties
The British Dental Association (BDA) has released a statement saying that gaps remain in dental professionals' understanding of the complexities surrounding direct access. A recent meeting of dental stakeholders held at the BDA concluded that there are many areas still requiring further guidance common to all groups of dental professionals: NHS regulations and the variations in legislation between the devolved nations; prescribing and reporting on radiographs; and consent and referrals within the dental team, to ensure efficient and safe care for patients.
STUDENTS PITCH TO DUNDEE DRAGONS
Uncertainty about how the new arrangements can be implemented efficiently, with patients fully understanding the different roles of the dental professionals caring for them, needs to be clearer, the group of stakeholders has said.
Members of the group, which includes the British Association of Dental Nurses, the British Association of Dental Therapists, the British Association of Clinical Dental Technology, the BDA, the British Society of Dental Hygiene and Therapy and the Faculty of General Dental Practice, have agreed to work together to try to resolve lingering uncertainties over direct access.
The full Standards and Scope of practice documents can be found at: www.gdc-uk.org/ Dentalprofessionals/Standards/ Pages/standards.aspx.
conceived by Professor Graham Chadwick, Professor of Operative Dentistry and Dental Material Science, who said: 'The event exceeded expectations. The students were animated about materials and could see their relevance to practice. They said it was a great way to learn and certainly a high standard of knowledge was displayed. ' The winning syndicates were awarded iTunes vouchers by this year's sponsor, Ivoclar Vivadent.
